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ROSS SANATORIUM

The Ross Sanatorium is the .largest and the most modern building".

on the Gaspe Coast, 'ahd is situated mn the top of Mount Albert over

looking the Gaspe Bay, The most beautiful scenery in Eastern Canada,

was Founded by His Excellency F .•X, Ross, the late Bishop of Gaspe •

This was his last achievement for the people of the Gaspe Coast. In

the spring of 1~!5 aft~r completing arrangements with the Provincial

Goverrnnent at Quebec f~ the Building of ~~e Sanatorium, Bishop Ross

took ill and died on July 5th of the s~~e year at Quebec.

Work began on the Sanatorium in the spring of 1946 and was

completed early in 1950. On May 16th of the same year four Augustine

Sisters fro~ the Hotel Dieu Hospital, Gaspe Harbour, and ~lree Augustine

Sisters from the Hotel Dieu Hospital, Levi~ Quebec, arrived at the

Sanatarium to make preparations to receive the sick.

On September 30th 1950, the Sanatorium admitted its first patient,

Mrs. Louis Brillant of Port Daniel, Bonaventure County, checked into

Room 318 by evening of the same day eight patients had been admitted to

the Sanatorium. However, the Sanatorium was only officially opened on

September 15th 1951, by the Honolrable Maurice Duplessis, Premier of

Quebec. Vfuile in Gaspe Mr. Duplessis stq{ed at the Sanatorium and

occupied three rooms. ( 273-275-276).

The Sanatorium is built of Granite Stone from st. Marc-des-Carriers,

Quebec. The 350 bed, five storey structure, is 464 feet in lenght, 61

geet in width and has a wing 85 feet in le~~ht by 47 feet in width.

Cont'd.
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There are 440 rooms and over a half mile of corridor. The building sponsors a

RomanCatholic Chapel, a laundry, a theater, a cafeteria, a phannacy, an X-ray

room, a laboratory, a small operating room for minor surgery and a library founded

by RaymondPatterson (a,patient). The Sanatorium is equipped with a radio-controlled

inter-connnunication system. Attatched to the property are four dwellings, a duplex,

a small apartment house, agarage, a boiler room and a workshop. It also had its

own dairy farm but this was abandoned in 1957.

The Sanatorium cares for all races and creeds. Eskimos and Indians from

Northern Quebec, children and even infant babies are treated. The aged that are

~one in the world pass their last days here in comfort. For the people of the

Gaspe coast it is a haven and many owe their lives to the Sanatorium.

The Administration went to a lot of work and expense to better the patient IS

standing by setting up a radio and mechanical shop. They bought weaving machines

and accumulated correspondence courses for any whowished to study. They engaged

instructors to stay at the Sanatorium and teach the patients. This was all free

but has been discontinued because of lack of interest.

The Sanatorium is namedin honour of the founder, Bishop Ross. It was built

by the QuebecGovernmentand is owned and operated by the Ross Corporation.

THEBOARDOF DIRECTORS

Judge Joseph L. Duguay - President.

Doctor Leon Pelletier - Vice-President

Doctor Jean Gregoire

Le Chanoine Alphonse Hiville

Albert Boulet - Treasurer

Boctor David Beaulieu - Secretary
J
Doctor J. R. Latter

Can't
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THEMEDICALSTAFF

Dr. David Beaulieu - Medical Director, Bom April 24, 1906 at st. Auac1et Rimouski

Quebec, graduated at Laval University, Quebec in 1931 and joined staff in April 1951.

Dr. P. &lilien Grenier, .born September 16, 1910 at Perce Quebec, gra.duated at

Laval University Quebec in 1943 and joined staff in September 1951.

Dr. Andre Czitrom, bom February 1, 1922 at Tarbu-Mures Rmnania., graduated at Paris

University, France in 1950 and joined staff in 1951.

Dr. RaymondBretton, born February 18, 1921 at Paris France, graduated at Toulouse

University, France in 1950 and joined staff in 1957.

Dr. Michel Panneton, bom April 30, 1930 at Monteeal, Quebec, Graduated at The

University of I-~ontreal in 1957 and joined staff in May1958.

Dr. Anicet Letourneau, Dentist, born July 1, 1923 at Mont Louis Quebec, graduated

at Laval University Quebec in 1954 and joined staff in 1954.

Jacques Leclerc, Laboratory Technician, born September 16, 1931 at quebec City,

Graduated at Laval University, Quebec in 1957 and joined staff in October 1957.

Dr. Genevieve Bretton, Assistant Laboratory Technician, joined staff in December

1957.

Francois Bouchard, X-ray Technician, Born March 15, 1925 at Louise Quebec, graduated

Hotel Dieu Hospital, Montreal in 1950 and joined staff in September 1950.

Charles Cote, Assistant X-ray Technician, joined staff in 1954.

Trained Nurses at full staff - 18.

con't
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CLERGY

Reverend Canon Father Medard Belzile, Roman Catholic Priest in charge of the Chapel,

Born January 13, 188<)at St. Fabien, Quebec, ordained Priest October 20, 1912 by His

Exellency Andre Albert Blais, Bishop of R:iJnouski, Rimouski Quebec, joined staff in

August 1951.

Reverend Archdeacon John Comfort and,

Reverend Canon W. Harold M. Church, Anglican visiting Priests.

Reverend Eric G. Fullerton, United Church of Canada visiting minister.

THEORDEROF THEAUGUSTINESSISTERS STATIONEDAT

THESANATORIln'l

Reverend Sister St. Jean-Eades, Mother Superior.

Reverend Sister St. Albert, Pharmacy.

Reverend Sister Immacuice-C, Nursing 4th floor.

Reverend Sister V~rie De-Lourdes, Nursing Night.

Reverend Sister St. Viated1; Nursing Children Department.

Reverend Sister St. Geneuieve, Sewing room.

Reverend Sister St. Bernadette, Cafeteria.

Reverend Sister M-Fatima, Laundry.

con't
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Henry T. Cabot of Gaspe Basin, Ehgineer, joinro staff in 1949.

OFFICE STAEF

Philip ~fiville of Cap Chat, Accountant, joined staff May26, 1950.

Therese :Hinville of Grand Valley, Secretary, joined staff May1, 1950.

Jacqueline Savage of St. Muarice, Secretary.

Therese Chapados of NewCarlisle, Secretary.

Charles Cotton of Gaspe Basin, Secretary.

Dorothy Nadeauof st. Godfl'ey, Private Secretary to Dr. Beaulieu.

OTHERHELP

Females -30- Males -42-
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This chapter would not be complete with-out mention. Two

local Boys that are followint the mediaal Profession.

EVERETT LAWRENCE COFFIN MEDICAL DOCTOR

Everett Lawrence Coffin was born of1Euesday 22nd January 1929

at L'Anse au'Cousins Gaspe. County Quebec son of Lawrence Coffin

and Mi~nie Shiverton.

Everett began his scholastic career at the age of 6, when in

September 1935 he was enrolled at Gasp~ School. At a~ early a0e he

s~owed promi~e of being a good stuedent , made most obvious by his

ceaseless "Whys" when9ver he had difficulty in understa".cling an issue.

He attended ab~ve mentioned scbool until the Fall of 1938 w~en illness

interfered and he was subjected to a period of enfor~d sc~ool absence.

Then one day in early Rebruary 1939, while out on t~e hills skiing, he

had a casual encounter with one of the Professors at Seminary. This

kindly gentleman became keenly interested in Everett and invited him

to visit with him at Seminary, which he did and came ho~e all

ent~usiastic about rolleving a course of study at that institution.

His p~re~ts gave this matter quite some thought, finally deciding

to fall in line and learn definitely how he would ~et along in the

new envirenment w:"ich vTas completely Fre richani Evere-r.tnei ther s~o:{e

nor understood any French. So in lace Febru:~_ryof 1939 he enrolled as

a student and keenly began t~e task of mastering t:e sc'cool curri~lum

It was ~ot easy ~Y1~With undaunted effort he was ?romoted to higher Frea

and Latin studies, along with all other subjects required for a B.A.

Degree. Finally in June 198-8 he bad successfully writ-cen and -oas::ed

aJ_lrequi:~ed examlnation~, receiving h:"LS B.A. Degree form Laval

University with which institution Gasrye Seminarv was ~ffiliated. At
" ~

this point may I mention all t~ese examinations were written in

French, his havinG mastered the language, speaking it fluently. All

this in a short time of l~ 13 years at school.

- /:/7 -



With a keen desire for higher learning, he registered at the

University of Toronto in the Fall of 1948, doing post graduate sutdies

and while his previous study of Frenc~~, Latin and working kno'\Alledgeof

Greek proved ~nd advantage, helearned that in order to qualify for a

M. A. Degree, he must take up another language. He choS'e German, acquire·

a working knowledge oC it and wrote the necessary thesis after the

required period of time andoabtained his M. A. Degree from above

mentioned University of Toronto.

It was at this time that he decided to mal<-emedicines his life I s

work and in the Fall of 1950, along with other former sc~oolmates, he

Has registered at Laval Uni versi ty Faculty of ?1edecine where it was

his privilege to acquire and fully appreciate the value of the Science

of Medicines. qe was a very successful student and on different

occasions was elected President or Secretary of the different Student

Body Organizations and was nominated as Debate Delegate to other

medical schools. His success in this capacity was worthy of special

note and it was during his fLnal ye~r at Medical School in 1955 he

was elected as Debate Delegate to the University of Manitoba in

Winnipeg.

On h~s return from Wirr~i?e~, he applied and was accepted by the

Board of the Jeffrey Hales ~ospital as an i~terne. Be served the requi-

red year of Interneship and then 9~t for his final Medical Examinations

and it was most heartvJarming to those m,,~t interested in his suceess

to learn that he had successfu~ly com~lctei all necessary examinations,

recei ved h; sHed fcal Degree ~.,J'ith a CU:·1 LAUD"f P'·)NOT.1!{.Inc identa.lly he

pursued his Me'ij.calStudies in FreYlch b~t Has allm.,J'edto enjoy the

advantage of a·ctecding many lec ~u-~'esgivento the English Speaking

students of the Faculty.

On completing his l'1edicalStudies the next step was to "Hang out

his shingle:! but 'he ,·rishecto contin'.'.eon to tl1e Specialist field so

- I~8-



I -

encouraged by his professors, he made apDlication and was accepted

at Columbia Hospital Pittsburgh, Pa. with the entrance date o£ July,
~st. 1956. He~erved at Columbia In the Surgery are~ for the required

period of One year, then continued on to St. Francis Hospital and

fuffill all requirements nece~sary in the realization of his goal,

a fully aualified SDecialist in his c~osen branch of the Medical

Pro-"ession.

Personnaly Everett is a husky chap, about 6' anrl carries quite

some weight. Has a keen apd subtle sense of ~umour and an enthusiastic

approach to his work. A mett humble a~~ ~~assumin~ person one may

meet along the way. Is keenly interested in people and regardless

of'w':1enor where, 1-1illspare no effort in trying to br:i.ogsome measure

of help and comfort to those who require his help. As one old lady

remarked, he has a soft kindly voice, a gracious and comfort giving

personality.
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K~LL CH~RLES PATTERSON - NEDICAL DOCTOR

Haxwell Charles Patterson. 'was borB on Friday 13th of September 1930

at SunrJY Bonk, Go:; S~).!. Conn-::J, ::u.e, son 0f ~hilip Patterson and D9isy Paliter.

He

area. l~evt?r 1:''35.11$ 11;o)"e the)l thirty miles 8.1,'Jayfrom home on either Goast and

h" .L , f r .J •• - - -2'..1 n0 l·e~Cj~sY' . or \,)ra(.le JJ....L~
\

at ::ork.

1'1 SeptF.::;ber 1S4( he ,,;ent to i-:01J.lJt;\llison Acade:ny' 8 t S8 cl~ville, T:.8.

vlhere he o:}tained his Jurdor l-':ab'iculation. The follo,dns year it was '::r!

ee5~ s~ep across the street o~to the University Campus ( Mount Allison

"'The:'~! he [1yoceodec1 to tal{e his Eedical training and cour.se s

leadint t03

of 1951.

3aC:l:.:lo:' of 3cience De£l'ee ""h:LCh he received in the sprin£:

~ ,., .L '\.... ~ 9 ""'1' 'h ".. 1'" • 1'" .L ". t ,. ~.11 r' .tlD ::>epLSYrliJE'I' 1. ,_ ne l:;Il';E,sn .ilS l·~eo.lca ..:>~UQleS a l".C'Jl__ tnlVerSj :'

j·:nr; t reel, r8ceivlnc the DeEree ~.D.,C.M. (Dector

tho e:v: 9. Ti1 S for - .: ~,... (L•J.\~ • V • V • l.icence

C .~ .L h .. d.! C 1 C" .. - c -'1 )"~ ,.,anad a ).!. t. P 1';e .I. 8 _ ,>.tJ:.L f -' ,__ :.1 •

l··;j)l~ .-=.: J r!:- • .!.1Jey

he . "en1:ereo

.~.

the "? C• I~•V. :;;s ;...


